
CINVU at a Glance

The COMSTECH Inter-Islamic Network on Virtual Universities (CINVU) is an 
international educational, research, knowledge-based, and technology network affiliated 
with the Ministerial Standing Committee on Scientific and Technological Cooperation of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (COMSTECH), which is hosted by the Ministry of 
Science, Research, and Technology of the Islamic Republic of Iran.  

With the idea of creating educational equity, 
CINVU is a base for expanding universal public 

education based on smart and online technology 
that by networking of capacities, uses the power of 
education, research, innovation, and technology, in 
line with the approach of helping to empower and 
advance the countries of the Islamic world.
OIC, with 57 member Islamic countries, along with 
observer membership from the United Nations and 
several non-Islamic countries, is considered the largest 
intergovernmental organization in the world after the 
United Nations, encompassing one-fourth of the world’s 
population. This vast community has enabled CINVU, as 

the unique academic network of the Islamic world, to 
have an unparalleled position in advancing educational, 
research, and knowledge-based programs and strategies.
CINVU was established by the approval of Article 
15 of the resolution of the 14th General Assembly 
of the Ministerial Committee for Scientific and 
Technological Cooperation of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (COMSTECH) on January 13, 2011, 
at the initiative of a collective of Islamic countries. 
Additionally, the commencement of the CINVU 
executive team under the Secretary-Generalship of Dr. 
Karim Najafi Barzegar on May 22, 2018, breathed new 
life into this international network.
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The foundational documents of CINVU, such 
as the Statute, Executive Committee By-Law, and 
the Comprehensive Cooperation By-Law, along 
with the two three-year and seven-year strategic-
implementation plans, serve as the comprehensive 
roadmap for this network and the managements, 
centers, and departments 
of CINVU, in collaboration 
and synergy with the 
specialized committees of 
the CINVU High Strategic 
Council, play a key role in 
advancing these strategic 
and executive programs.

CINVU, in close collaboration 

with a wide network of elites, professors, and students from 
universities, higher education institutions, educational 
and research institutes, and knowledge-based 
companies, has established and implemented four major 
projects: CINVU Evaluation and Accreditation of 
Quality in Education Services (CEAQUALES), 

CINVU Evaluation and 
Accreditation of Teachers’ 
Quality in Education 
Services (CEATQUALES), 
New Generation of Smart 
International University 
(SuperUniversity), and 
CINVUPlus Educational 
SuperApplication.

The online and offline training courses, workshops, symposiums, educational and 
research webinars, led by the management, centers, and educational and research 
departments of CINVU, in collaboration with leading universities, institutions, and 
renowned professors around the world, form a part of the executive programs of 
the COMSTECH Inter-Islamic Network on Virtual Universities, which are accompanied 
by the issuance of international certificates powered by the CINVU Evaluation and 
Accreditation System (CEAQUALES).

The outcome of CINVU’s efforts is to provide simple, 
easy, and cost-effective access to universal practical 
and skills-based education, innovation and creation 
of a new generation of technological educational 
infrastructures, standardization, evaluation, and 
accreditation of educational services, documentation 
and achieving reliability and validity in research, 
commercialization of knowledge, technology, and 
knowledge-based achievements, organizing and 

creating a coordinated structure of cooperation in 
Islamic world countries, utilizing the ready and hidden 
capacities of countries and universities, establishing 
scientific authority in the Islamic world, and many 
other achievements in the realm of Islamic countries.

Events such as the First General Assembly of CINVU 
in September 2018 hosted by Payame Noor University 
of Iran, the Second General Assembly of CINVU, the 
First Executive Committee of CINVU, and the Exhibition 

COMSTECH Inter-Islamic 
Network on Virtual 

Universities
(CINVU)



CINVU has through planning, executing a comprehensive roadmap, and 
instilling hope, succeeded in bringing many universities, higher education 
institutions, educational and research institutes, and knowledge-based 
companies into the large academic family of the Islamic world.

of Virtual Universities’ Achievements in October 
2019 hosted by Payame Noor University of Iran, the 
Second Executive Committee of CINVU in November 
2021 hosted by Anadolu University of Turkey, the 
Third General Assembly of CINVU and the Third 
Executive Committee of CINVU in May 2022 hosted 
by Allama Iqbal Open University of Pakistan, and 
the Fourth General Assembly of CINVU, the Fourth 
Executive Committee of CINVU, and the Exhibition 

of Knowledge-Based Achievements of the Islamic 
World in February 2025 hosted by Payame Noor 
University of Iran, are considered manifestations of 
academic convergence in the Islamic world. These 
events have always been platforms for dialogue, 
expression of viewpoints, policy-making, and 
decision-making to expand academic connections 
and educational and research collaborations in the 
Islamic world. 
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CINVU has adopted an approach to expand 
education, research, and technology to empower 
the Islamic world, especially in underserved areas, 
and to address challenges with a knowledge-based 
approach in less known and less demanded regions in 
addition to implementing and following up on major 
projects, projects, and programs, has endeavored to 
network capacities, exchange achievements, create 
infrastructures, empower talents, standardize processes, 
and more, to provide the necessary conditions for 

advancing the growth and progress in the expanse of 
Islamic countries.

The distinguished role of CINVU in empowering 
and accelerating international educational, research, 
and knowledge-based activities promises a hopeful 
future through the implementation of these programs. 
Undoubtedly, this will not be the end of our work, as 
CINVU will continue to advance the goal of creating 
educational equity with more effort, innovation, and 
dynamism.

CINVU Benefits

   1.	Access to CINVU’s database for establishing and expanding connections with universities, 
higher education institutions, research organizations, knowledge-based companies, and Islamic 
countries.

  2.	Utilization of facilities from the Islamic Development Bank and Iran’s Innovation and Prosperity 
Fund to grow and advance beneficial educational, research, technology, and knowledge-based projects.

 3.	 Support from the executive and diplomatic capacities of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation to grow and advance beneficial educational, research, technology, and knowledge-based 
projects.

  4.	Utilization of CINVU’s unique executive and communication capacities in collaboration with 
the COMSTECH, the Inter-Islamic Network on Nano-Technology, the Inter-Islamic Network on Science 
and Technology Parks, the Inter-Islamic Network on Oceanography, the Inter-Islamic Network on Space 
Sciences and Technology, the Inter-Islamic Network on Water Resources Development & Management, 
the Inter-Islamic Network on Information Technology, the Islamic World Science Citation and 
Monitoring Institution, the Asian Association of Open Universities, the Caucasus University Association, 
the International Federation of Inventors’ Associations, and more.

  5.	Access to the technological infrastructure services of the CINVUPlus SuperApp, the first 
academic super app in the Islamic world.

  6.	Access to CINVU Evaluation and Accreditation of Quality in Education Services (CEAQUALES) 
to internationalize Academic degrees and educational certificates based on standards and regulations.

  7.	Access to CINVU Evaluation and Accreditation of Teachers’ Quality in Education Services 
(CEATQUALES) to internationalize instructors based on standards and regulations.

  8.	Utilization of services from CINVU-affiliated educational centers by establishing departments 
and joint collaborations

  9.	Support for ideas and innovations from elites across the Islamic world.
10.	Support for organizing conferences, symposiums, workshops, and training courses.
11.	 Support for conducting various research projects aimed at empowering and advancing the 

Islamic world, especially in underprivileged areas.
12.	Support for Intellectual Property Rights
13.	Support for talented and underprivileged individuals in the Islamic world by providing 

fellowships and scholarships
And more...
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